Actut. 07. l        JO/IHSOH'S provincial accents*                5 3 1
()/'/•//<• /•*•<>/>/<• in Dr. Johnson's own town. He expatiated in praise of Liehfield anil its inhalntants, who, he said, were 'the most sober, decent people' in Knglaml, the genteelest in proportion to their wealth, and spoke the purest English V I doubted art to tile last article of this eulogy: for they had several provincial sounds; as there, pronounced like f<'ttr, instead of Iike/<j7>; t*nce pronounced wtwnse, in-stead of 7iW>/AV, or ttv»//.\v. Johnson himself never got entirely free of those provincial accents'. Garrick sometimes used to take him off, stptee/ir^( a lemon into a punch-bowl, with uncouth gesticulations, looking round the company, and calling out, " Who's for /VC/AJT// ,:i""
Very little business appeared to be tfoing forward in Lieh-field. 1 found however two strange manufactures for so inland a place, sail-cloth and streamers for ships; and .1 observed them makim* some saddle-cloths, and dressing sheepskins: but upon the whole, the busy hand of industry seemed to be quid- slackened. * Surely, Sir, (said I,) you are an idle srt of people." 'Sir, (said Johnson,) we are a city of philosopher-;, we work with our heads, and make the boobies of Birmingham*1 work for us with their hands.'
Knghtrul h ^nu'r.dlv given to hurst-*;, hut in Scotland .supports the jH'ojilr.' Srr ttittt\ i, i4t, IU»tr j,
1 '"I iruu-iiiliri," r>uiil Ur. l««iu«M<n, " when all die t/t-ir'/t/ proplr in LirhJJHtl K««I tlrunk rvrry mght."' Hnnvvrll's /M<n\/fx, Aug. n>, Sfc /«>.v/, iii. K*J«
s Hr luitl iu ;ill»»w lint its Uu-r.attu- tlu-y ww lirhind Uu« u^e. Nearly f*»tir vcar* .tftrr du* pultlu'.tiinn «»f / -Vv////*;, In* vvnitr : ' W'lutt-t'vc-r Hururv |t«y Hurnry hr uusiiit Mi.v, Uurnryl uuiy think of the erlrrity »»f l.unr. thr nasnt* of /•'.•v////i/ h,ul ttrvrr lit-cn lira re I sit Lirh-iirltl fill I lir«»j|»lu it, I unt ufr.ud my tlrar tuwnsiuon will htt men-ttoiH'il t!i Sutui'i* il.iv-i a-» ihr h»«»t jiarf r»f thi-* nation Unit was civiliaecl. Hut thr (lavs «»f tl.ukiu-*'* art* f.t«»n to hr at an rrul ; the reading society onlrrrtl it ««» !«' j»r«»futrtl linn wtrk.' /'/»«£/ Istttrs, it, 221.
9 Srt* «/«/»•, ii, iH.,',
4 U.mirk hitn-.rH, likr ilir  l.ii'lilirhliaiw, always Haiti •
f Hirmingluun.
In lii'5 °/',n>i/j,>n «,» /'\-t tinny »  r.vlt, vi, siK». hi' wrote :   'The traders of Birmingham h.tvr rrv-'w«l ttiruisrlvi's frtun all iiuputution of nur-
Therc ante, ii. 355.
